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According to the temple records, Sei-
ganji Temple was founded in 1175 at
the prayers of a daughter from the Na-
kahara family, a powerful clan in Itoshi-
ma, and the memorial service held to
commemorate its completion was pre-
sided over by Yosai, the founder of Zen.
Yosai then wrote “Seiganji Urabon
Engi” (A History of the Seiganji Bon Fes-
tival). This is thought to be the only
extant document written in Yosai’ s
own hand and has been designated a
national treasure. Yosai went to Sung
(modern-day China) in 1187 and after
his return became the first person to
teach Zen Buddhism in Japan.
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Nishi-ku.
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