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Nokonoshima Island
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Located in the middle of Hakata Bay, Nokonoshima Island is 3.5 km long
(north-to-south), 2.0 km wide (east-ts t), 12 km in ence, 3.93
square km in area, and 195 m high (highest elevation), and has a
population of approximately 800 people. Surrounded by the ocean,
Nokonoshima Island is rich with history and natural beauty.

As depicted in ancient poems (manyoshu), during the Nara Period soldiers
were garrisoned on Nokonoshima Island to protect Japan from foreign
invasion. It was during the Heian Period that the island's first cattle ranch
was established. Nokonoshima Island was twice subject to foreign
invasion, once during the Heian Period (1019) by the Toi, and again during
the Kamakura Period (1274,1281) by the Mongols.

During the Edo Period, the island was used as a hunting ground by the
Kuroda feudal clan. Also during the Edo Period, Nokonoshima Island was
one of the thriving ports for the Gokaurakaisen trade.
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