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Road of Sankin—kotai * (Bungo Kaido)
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*official attendance service by feudal lords in the Edo period

Bungo Kaido was used as an important route that connected Higo and Tsurusaki, Bungo
(Oita) during the domain administration period.

After Hideyoshi Toyotomi unified the whole country and Kiyomasa Kato entered Hizo
(Kumamoto) to rule the province, Kato used this road to and from Tsurusaki, where he took a
ferry to and from Osaka.

During the Edo period (1603-1867), as the Sankin-kotai system was established, the
Hosokawa domain also started to use the road when they traveled back and forth between
Edo (Tokyo),

Along the road trees were planted separated from one another by one ri (an old Japanese
unit of distance, approx. 3.9 km or 2.4 miles), marking the distance from the starting point at
the west main gate of Kumamoto Castle (current address is Shinmachi 1). Tea houses were
set up at resting points as well.

The ar:’cient stone paving and the remains of a teahouse can be seen along the valley down
this road.
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